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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application no. 09/825,022 filed on 4/3/2001 in 
which claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1, 4-5, 9, 12-13, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Anderson (U.S. Pat. No. 6,222,538). 

Regarding claim 1, Anderson teaches an image pickup apparatus (Fig. 2) comprising: 
setting means for setting a plurality of chapters (Fig. 10, element 618; col. 1 1, lines 19-34); and 
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control means (Fig. 10, element 600) for controlling photography operation in an order of the set 
chapters on the basis of settings of the plurality of chapters by said setting means, wherein said 
setting means sets, for each of the plurality of chapters, a photography time (col. 1, lines 37-42; 
col. 7, lines 43-46, where the time of capture is the duration of a time-lapse series of images) and 
a mode (col. 12, lines 1-8) for executing desired photography during the photography time. 

Regarding claim 4, Anderson teaches designating means (Fig. 5, element 418) for 
designating recording of a photographed image, wherein said control means starts the 
photography operation of a new chapter every time recording of the photographed image is 
designated by said designating means (col. 11, lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim 5, Anderson teaches the setting means comprises a script capable of 
setting a mode for performing desired exposure control for each chapter (col. 12, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 9, Anderson teaches an image pickup method comprising the steps of: 
setting a photography time (col. 1, lines 37-42; col. 7, lines 43-46, where the time of capture is 
the duration of a time-lapse series of images) and a mode (col. 12, lines 1-8) for executing 
desired photography during the photography time for each of a plurality of chapters; and 
controlling photography operation in an order of the set chapters on the basis of settings of the 
plurality of chapters (Fig. 10, element 600). 

Regarding claim 12, Anderson teaches the photography operation of a new chapter is 
started every time recording of a photographed image is designated (col. 1 1 , lines 46-54). 

Regarding claim 13, Anderson teaches an operation processing program for an image 
pickup apparatus, comprising operation processing steps of: setting a photography time (col. 1, 
lines 37-42; col. 7, lines 43-46, where the time of capture is the duration of a time-lapse series of 
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images) and a mode (col. 12, lines 1-8) for executing desired photography during the 
photography time for each of a plurality of chapters; and controlling photography operation in an 
order of the set chapters on the basis of settings of the plurality of chapters (Fig. 10, element 600; 
Fig. 10, element 618; col. 11, lines 19-34). 

Regarding claim 16, Anderson teaches the photography operation of a new chapter is 
started every time recording of a photographed image is designated (col. 1 1, lines 46-54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-3, 10-11, and 14-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson (U.S. Pat No. 6,222,538) in view of Kodama (U.S. Pat. No. 5,905,528). 

Regarding claim 2, Anderson teaches a still capture mode, a burst capture mode in which 
a series of still images are captured in rapid succession, and a time-lapse mode where images are 
captured at regular intervals over a period of time period (col 1, lines 37-42). Clearly a user 
would wish to set in the script the duration of photographing for a time-lapse capture in order to 
provide a film of the desired length. However, Anderson does not teach the photography time of 
a given chapter is prolonged, the control means corrects the photography times set by the setting 
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means for the chapters to be photographed after the given chapter, thereby controlling the 
photography operation. 

However, Kodama teaches calculating the remaining capacity for still and moving images 
of a recording medium (col. 7, lines 14-20). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
calculated the remaining capacity for a recording medium in order to display to the user the 
number of still pictures taken, the time taken to shoot the moving picture, the number of 
remaining frames for still pictures, and the remaining moving-picture recordable time (col. 7, 
lines 14-20). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have calculated the remaining capacity for a recording medium in order 
to display to the user the number of still pictures taken, the time taken to shoot the moving 
picture, the number of remaining frames for still pictures, and the remaining moving-picture 
recordable time. 

Clearly, an image capture script may specify a first and second time-lapse image capture 
utilizing the full capacity of the recording medium. Furthermore, it is clear that if the 
photographing time of the first time-lapse image capture is prolonged, the remaining capacity of 
the recording medium, as determined by Kodama, may be insufficient for the second time-lapse 
image capture specified by the script. Consequently, it is implicit that the photographing time of 
the second time- lapse image capture is corrected to a shorter period of time in order to complete 
at least a portion of the second time-lapse image capture. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have known that when the photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, and the calculated 
capacity remaining in the recording medium is insufficient for a subsequent photographing time 
specified in an image capture script, the control means corrects and shortens the photography 
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time set by the setting means for the chapters to be photographed after the given chapter, thereby 
controlling the photography operation in order to complete at least a portion of the subsequent 
image capture. As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention when the photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, and the 
calculated capacity remaining in the recording medium is insufficient for a subsequent 
photographing time specified in an image capture script, the control means corrects and shortens 
the photography time set by the setting means for the chapters to be photographed after the given 
chapter, thereby controlling the photography operation in order to complete at least a portion of 
the subsequent image capture. 

Regarding claim 3, neither Anderson nor Kodama teach the control means shortens the 
photography times for the chapters to be photographed after the given chapter by a prolonged 
part of the photography time of the given chapter in proportion to the photography times set by 
the setting means. However, it is implicit in the case discussed in the 103 rejection of claim 2, 
that the control means shortens the photography time for the second image capture by a 
prolonged part of the photography time of the first image capture in one-to-one proportion to the 
prolonged part of the photography times set by the setting means because the length by which a 
first image capture is prolonged will reduce the recording capacity for a second image capture by 
the same amount. 

Regarding claim 10, Anderson teaches a still capture mode, a burst capture mode in 
which a series of still images are captured in rapid succession, and a time-lapse mode where 
images are captured at regular intervals over a period of time period (col. 1, lines 37-42). Clearly 
a user would wish to set in the script the duration of photographing for a time-lapse capture in 
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order to provide a film of the desired length. However, Anderson does not teach the 
photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, the photographing times preset for the 
chapters to be photographed after the given chapter are corrected to control the photographing 
operation. 

However, Kodama teaches calculating the remaining capacity for still and moving images 
of a recording medium (col. 7, lines 14-20). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
calculated the remaining capacity for a recording medium in order to display to the user the 
number of still pictures taken, the time taken to shoot the moving picture, the number of 
remaining frames for still pictures, and the remaining moving-picture recordable time (col 7, 
lines 14-20). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have calculated the remaining capacity for a recording medium in order 
to display to the user the number of still pictures taken, the time taken to shoot the moving 
picture, the number of remaining frames for still pictures, and the remaining moving-picture 
recordable time. 

Clearly, an image capture script may specify a first and second time-lapse image capture 
utilizing the full capacity of the recording medium. Furthermore, it is clear that if the 
photographing time of the first time- lapse image capture is prolonged, the remaining capacity of 
the recording medium, as determined by Kodama, may be insufficient for the second time-lapse 
image capture specified by the script. Consequently, it is implicit that the photographing time of 
the second time-lapse image capture is corrected to a shorter period of time in order to complete 
at least a portion of the second time-lapse image capture. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have known that when the photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, and the calculated 
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capacity remaining in the recording medium is insufficient for a subsequent photographing time 
specified in an image capture script, the photographing time is corrected and shortened for the 
chapters to be photographed after the given chapter, thereby controlling the photography 
operation in order to complete at least a portion of the subsequent image capture. As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that when 
the photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, and the calculated capacity remaining in 
the recording medium is insufficient for a subsequent photographing time specified in an image 
capture script, the photographing time is corrected and shortened for the chapters to be 
photographed after the given chapter, thereby controlling the photography operation in order to 
complete at least a portion of the subsequent image capture. 

Regarding claim 11, neither Anderson nor Kodama teach the photography times for the 
chapters to be photographed after the given chapter are shortened by a prolonged part of the 
photography time of the given chapter in proportion to the preset photography times. However, 
it is implicit in the case discussed in the 103 rejection of claim 2, that the photography time for 
the second image capture is shortened by a prolonged part of the photography time of the first 
image capture in one-to-one proportion to the prolonged part of the preset photography time 
because the length by which a first image capture is prolonged will reduce the recording capacity 
for a second image capture by the same amount. 

Regarding claim 14, Anderson teaches a still capture mode, a burst capture mode in 
which a series of still images are captured in rapid succession, and a time-lapse mode where 
images are captured at regular intervals over a period of time period (col. 1, lines 37-42). Clearly 
a user would wish to set in the script the duration of photographing for a time-lapse capture in 
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order to provide a film of the desired length. However, Anderson does not teach if the 
photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, the photography times preset for the chapters 
to be photographed after the given chapter are corrected to control the photography operation. 

However, Kodama teaches calculating the remaining capacity for still and moving images 
of a recording medium (col. 7, lines 14-20). One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
calculated the remaining capacity for a recording medium in order to display to the user the 
number of still pictures taken, the time taken to shoot the moving picture, the number of 
remaining frames for still pictures, and the remaining moving-picture recordable time (col 7, 
lines 14-20). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have calculated the remaining capacity for a recording medium in order 
to display to the user the number of still pictures taken, the time taken to shoot the moving 
picture, the number of remaining frames for still pictures, and the remaining moving-picture 
recordable time. 

Clearly, an image capture script may specify a first and second time-lapse image capture 
utilizing the full capacity of the recording medium. Furthermore, it is clear that if the 
photographing time of the first time-lapse image capture is prolonged, the remaining capacity of 
the recording medium, as determined by Kodama, may be insufficient for the second time-lapse 
image capture specified by the script. Consequently, it is implicit that the photographing time of 
the second time-lapse image capture is corrected to a shorter period of time in order to complete 
at least a portion of the second time-lapse image capture. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have known that when the photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, and the calculated 
capacity remaining in the recording medium is insufficient for a subsequent photographing time 
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specified in an image capture script, the photographing time is corrected and shortened for the 
chapters to be photographed after the given chapter, thereby controlling the photography 
operation in order to complete at least a portion of the subsequent image capture. As a result, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that when 
the photography time of a given chapter is prolonged, and the calculated capacity remaining in 
the recording medium is insufficient for a subsequent photographing time specified in an image 
capture script, the photographing time is corrected and shortened for the chapters to be 
photographed after the given chapter, thereby controlling the photography operation in order to 
complete at least a portion of the subsequent image capture. 

Regarding claim 15, neither Anderson nor Kodama teach the photography times for the 
chapters to be photographed after the given chapter are shortened by a prolonged part of the 
photography time of the given chapter in proportion to the preset photography times. However, 
it is implicit in the case discussed in the 103 rejection of claim 2, that the photography time for 
the second image capture is shortened by a prolonged part of the photography time of the first 
image capture in one-to-one proportion to the prolonged part of the preset photography time 
because the length by which a first image capture is prolonged will reduce the recording capacity 
for a second image capture by the same amount. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson (U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,222,538) in view of Okada et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,664,243). 

Regarding claim 6, Anderson teaches the setting means comprises a script capable of 
setting the camera settings and parameters including white balance, exposure, and focus modes 
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(col. 12, lines 1-8). However, Anderson does not teach setting a scenic mode, sports mode, and 
portrait mode. 

However, Okada et al. does teach setting a scenic mode, sports mode, and portrait mode 
(col. 10, line 54-col. 11, line 4). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a scenic 
mode, sports mode, and portrait mode in order to capture images with a large depth of field, 
moving objects, and shallow depth of field, respectively (col. 10, line 54-col. 11, line 4). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided a scenic mode, sports mode, and portrait mode in order to capture images with 
a large depth of field, moving objects, and shallow depth of field, respectively. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson (U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,222,538) in view of Inuiya (U.S. Pat No. 5,982,984). 

Regarding claim 7, Anderson teaches a still capture mode, a burst capture mode in which 
a series of still images are captured in rapid succession, and a time-lapse mode where images are 
captured at regular intervals over a period of time period (col. 1, lines 37-42). Anderson does not 
teach a setting means sets one of an interlaced photography mode and a non-interlaced 
photography mode. 

However, Inuiya does teach a setting means sets one of an interlaced photography mode 
and a non-interlaced photography mode (col. 1, lines 32-49). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have provided a setting means for reading out a CCD imaging sensor in an interlaced 
photography mode in order to produce a readout suitable for moving pictures and in a non- 
interlaced photography mode in order to produce a high-quality readout of still pictures (col. 1, 
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lines 32-49). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have provided a setting means for reading out a CCD imaging sensor in 
an interlaced photography mode in order to produce a readout suitable for moving pictures and in 
a non-interlaced photography mode in order to produce a high-quality readout of still pictures. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson (U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,222,538) in view of Katsuki (U.S. Pat No. 6,798,447). 

Regarding claim 8, Anderson teaches the setting means comprises a script with 
commands for camera settings, controls, and parameters specific to the subject or scene being 
capture (col. 12, lines 1-8). Anderson does not teach the setting means sets a special effect 
between the chapters. 

However, Katsuki teaches a script to perform predetermined scene switching based on an 
order of scenes described in the script and performing fades, wipes, and mix special effects upon 
switching scenes during recording (col. 4, line 65-col. 5, lines 7). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have performed fades, wipes, and mix special effects upon switching scenes during 
recording of a predetermined order of scenes for the purpose of providing a visual transition 
between subsequent scenes. As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have performed fades, wipes, and mix special effects upon 
switching scenes during recording of a predetermined order of scenes for the purpose of 
providing a visual transition between subsequent scenes. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (703) 305-4724. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Brian Jelinek 
12/8/2004 
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